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28 active NASA 
citizen science 
projects online

15 of these can be 
done by anyone, 
anywhere

science.nasa.gov/citizenscience



NASA’s citizen science projects have 
come to dominate their scientific fields. 
They have discovered:

● Most of the known 
comets 

● All of the known 
samples of interstellar 
material

● Half of the ultracool 
brown dwarfs 

● 1/3 of Kepler’s long 
period (>2 yr) 
extrasolar planets



NASA’s citizen science projects save lives!

Landslide Reporter 
builds an open 
database of landslides 
to help predict them.

GLOBE Mosquito 
Habitat Mapper 
studies mosquito 
breeding to curb the 
spread of disease.



NASA citizen scientists have discovered:

● The “teepee tent” spectral signature from 
lightning at 15-30 MHz.

● The star-forming regions called “yellowballs”.

● A rare six-planet transiting system

● The first extreme T subdwarfs 

● Zika virus in Peruvian cemetery vases

● The oldest white dwarf debris disk 

● The “Dipper” star phenomenon

● The “Peter Pan” disk phenomenon 

● Exocomets in Kepler Data

● The Meyer family of comets

● A transiting planet in a quadruple star 
system

● 400,000 Martian seasonal fans

● 283,000 emperor penguin nests

● 9120 candidate near-Earth 
asteroids

● 8900 mosquito breeding sites—and 
got rid of the mosquitos!

● 7 meteorites 

● 1 new kind of aurora

named STEVE



2 million+ 
volunteers

>140,000 with 
advanced 
degrees!
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science.nasa.gov/citizenscience/publications

• 227 NASA citizen 

scientists have 

become named 

co-authors on 
refereed published 
papers since 

2011!

https://science.nasa.gov/citizenscience/publications


Lessons

• Citizen Scientists Are Smart

• If you don’t reach out to 

them, you may be missing a 

big opportunity!
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